Executive Director

John Schlitt

Board of Directors

President
Bruce Guernsey
Denver, CO

President-Elect
Kathleen Conway
Detroit, Ml

Secretary
Paul Melinkovich
Denver, CO

Treasurer
Donna Behrens
Baltimore, MD

Debbie Brinson
Okemos, MI

Donald Duran
Belen, NM

Veda Johnson
Atlanta, GA

Kate Keller
Cincinnati, OH

Chris Kjolhede
Cooperstown, NY

Jacob Moody
San Rafael, CA

Susan Rowley
Des Moines, IA

Lorraine Tiezzi
New York, NY

666 11th Street, NW
Suite 735

Washington, DC 20001
202-638-5872 tel
888-286-8727 toll-free
202-638-5879 fax
info@nasbhc.org

www.nasbhc.org

/' John Schlitt

National Assembly
ON SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CARE

May 4, 2005

Representative Steny Hoyer
US House of Representatives
H-306 The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative Hoyer:

The National Assembly on School-Based Health Care is pleased to endorse
the Full-Service Community Schools Act 2005.

Our Nation is currently facing a crisis in the health and well being of our
youth. The number of children and adolescents suffering from obesity, Type
Il diabetes and other preventable conditions and diseases that profoundly
impact their normal development is unacceptably high. As public and private
sectors search for solutions to these health concerns, the nation’s three-decade
experience with school-based health centers reminds us that community health
interventions in schools are sensible and effective.

The National Assembly on School Based Health Care, founded in 1995 has
been at the forefront of the movement to provide school based health care to
children, adolescents and families who would otherwise go without critical
health care. By weaving interdisciplinary health education, promotion and
treatment into the fabric of a school, school-based health centers have
demonstrated that we can dramatically improve health care access for children
and adolescents, and provide them with a more meaningful opportunity to
learn and grow.

The Full-Service Community Schools Act supports this exact understanding —
that our schools are the one common ground upon which we can build a
stronger foundation for our Nation’s most vulnerable children. The National
Assembly looks forward to working with you to move this legislation forward.

Sincerely,

(b bl

Executive Director



